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Disease Clinical signs Possible 
similarities
to FMD

Likely 
differences 
from FMD

Oral trauma Oral trauma in pigs can result 
from mechanical, chemical or 
thermal damage. Symptoms 
depend on the severity of the 
lesion but can include:

•	 Inappetence. 
•	 Difficulty eating. 
•	 Increased salivation. 
•	 Unusual and/or painful 

mastication.
Lesions can be complicated by 
secondary infections.    

•	 Erosions or ulceration 
on the tongue, lips and 
limbs​ 

•	 Often only one 
animal affected, 
no foot lesions 
or other clinical 
signs e.g pyrexia. 

Seneca
valley virus

Seneca Valley virus is a 
picornavirus, discovered in 
2002. Initial reports were from 
North America, but global 
distribution is increasing, and it 
has also been reported in South 
America and Asia. 

Transmission routes are being 
studied.

Vesicular lesions at 
similar sites to FMD.

•	 Clinically 
indistinguishable 
from FMD. 
Laboratory testing 
is needed for 
diferiantiation.

•	 Does not affect 
ruminants.
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Photo-
sensitization

Photosensitization is caused by 
an increased skin susceptibility 
to ultraviolet light. This can 
be caused by various factors, 
including plant compounds and 
aberrant pigments. .  

Clinical signs include: 

•	 Photophobia and agitation.
•	 Itchy in lightly pigmented 

areas. 
•	 Lesions in non-pigmented 

and hairless areas.  
•	 Erythema followed by 

edema. 
•	 Vesicles and bullae. 
•	 Ulcers, scabs and skin 

necrosis.

•	 Depression. 
•	 Loss of appetite either 

due to discomfort or 
nausea associated with 
hepatic dysfunction. 

•	 Usually, white 
areas of skin are 
affected and can 
be anywhere on the 
body. 

•	 Other clinical signs 
may be absent, 
or the animal may 
show signs of 
hepatic dysfunction 
such as jaundice.

Swine
vesicular
disease
(SVD)

SVD is a vesicular disease of 
pigs caused by an enterovirus. 

It does not affect ruminants and 
mainly causes vesicles on the 
feet, although it occasionally 
affects the snout and other 
sites.

•	 Presence of vesicular 
and/or erosive lesions, 
mainly on the coronary 
bands of the digits. . 

•	 Clinically 
indistinguishable 
from FMD. 
Laboratory testing 
is needed for 
differentiation.

•	 Does not affect 
ruminants.
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Vesicular 
stomatitis 

The disease is caused by a 
Rhabdovirus and it affects 
cattle, pigs and horses. 

Humans are susceptible and 
may suffer from influenza-like 
disease. 

Clinical signs include: 

•	 Fever. 
•	 Drop in milk production. 
•	 Reluctance to eat.
•	 Increased salivation.  
•	 Vesicles in the mouth, 

muzzle, coronary band, 
prepuce, vulva, and teats.  

•	 Lameness.

•	 Vesicles and ulcers 
of the oral mucosa, 
udder and around 
the coronary band.​ 

•	 Depression, anorexia 
and pyrexia.

•	 Clinically 
indistinguishable from 
FMD. Laboratory 
testing is needed 
for differentiation. 
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